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tnrndatlonR for officers and men In the
Armed Guard Service," Sir. Daniels be-ca-n.

"Only six lull been recommended
to me, If llils bad noj been done by tlie
Secretary of the .Navy the mandate of
Conarem would liave been Ignored and
pome of the bravest yoljnff men In tho
world war would havo none unrewarded.

"Upon furlher oxnmtnntlon wan as-

tonished tit llnd that only 119 enllnted
men out of the fiOO.OOO In flie navy dur

thu war were recommended for any
lilch honor. kuvo orderH again to the
bureau of navigation to make further
tudy and give me list of these splen- -

did men who without naval title or com-man- d

hud reflected ulory upon the navy,
As a result of this very limited study,
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pot yet complete, for there aro other
.heroes In blue Just as brave, thlrteon en-

listed men who wpm awarded thu Dl- -
tingulahrd Servlco Medal and sixty-eig-

moro enlisted men wero-- put on tho list
for Navy Crass" by tho Secretary of
the Navy. The preatept slnclu
tlvo agency of naval warfare which did
more to break llm Oermnn naval morale
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than any other one thing was the mine
barrage 230 miles long across the North
Sea.

"As I examined tho report the
Uoard Awards, I was disappointed to
llnd so few recognitions of the men who
In service hariler than can described
had carried out nn American project In
a groat way and In quito as great a way
had swept the mine Held, Jeopardising
their lives every minute they handled
theso high explosives. I therefore di-

rected tho bureau of navigation to look
carefully Into all reports and to place
on the list tho names those In tin
mine barrage service known to deservo
medals. Ah a result ninety-tw- o wcro
add ed to the Hat.
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"Lot me cltn one single Instance to
show why It was Impossible exclusively
to accept tho recommendations of Ad
miral Slma

"1 refer to Admiral Henry II. Wilson,
at present commander In chief of the
Atlantic ileet. No officer In the navy
abroad rendered more distinguished ser-
vlco than Admiral Wilson, The greater
part of the two million soldiers who went
to France were escorted Into French
ports by forces directed by Admiral WIU
son, who directed tho movements of tho
convoys through tho war tone, deult
with tho army In an matters with ref-
erence to their embarkation and also
protected the transports on their return
through the war zone.

Wilson Will Rank HlKh.
"When lha tiue history of the

navy's part of tho war Is written the
servlco of Admiral Wilson will rank
with such men as Benson and Mayo
nnd Sims and Hodman

"And yet with the record of most dis-
tinguished servlco in . place of the
greatest responsibility Admiral Sims

I

1 I

THE rAND HERALD, WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY '4, 1920.

J
omits him pointedly from every recom-
mendation he mado himself or ap-
proved.

"Now, why did Admiral Sims fall to
recommend honor for this distinguished
and faithful officer on whom the Presi-
dent had during the war, conferred tho
rnnk of and who In recog-
nition of his great servlco In tlie war
and his special fitness has since made
him Commander-in-Chie- f of the Atlantic
fleet with the full rank of Admiral, the
highest In tho American Navy, I will
not answer but thero is a reason,

"There are two fundamental differ-
ences between the views of tho Secrotary
of the Navy and near Admiral Slma In
tho award of medals. Tho position of
Hear Admiral Sims In nlnclne shore
duty abovo sea duty In tho danger zono
Is no doubt Influenced by lils own rec-
ord. During the last twenty-flv- o years,
he has served about sixteen years on
shoro dutf nnd about nlno years on
seiv umy,

"Ort shoro a man decides Important
questions In the quiet of office sur
roundings with time to weigh iho pros
and cons, and If he makes a mlstaku
his error of decision Is not Immediately
followed by disastrous results.

"At sea, particularly In submarine
warfare, the commander, like all his
men, Is In Imminent peril of death; he
must make momentous decisions In a
flash when his shin has toeen attacked
and when coolness and poise are neces-
sary to save the lives of scores and
hundreds of men. A mistnke In this
emergency Is fatal to an ofllcer In com-
mand nt sea.

"The shore point of vlay Is Illustrated
by the statement of Sims: 'I owo all to
my staff.' Tho seagoing point of view
Is Illustrated by the statement of Nel-
son: 'I owe all to my captain.'

"Tho second fundamental difference

by

between tho flecrhtnry of the Nary and
Rear Admiral 81ms has been clearly
stated by both. The near Admiral takes
tho ground that no D, S, II. should to
given under any to n com-

mander of' a ship which 'Is sunk or seri
ously damaged by enemy submarines.'

"The principle enunciated by tho Sec-reta-

of the Navy la that the P, B, M.
.should not be denied to the Captain
who, when his ship is struck by an
enemy torpedo or mine, Is thereby placed
in a position of great nnd

himself by his conduct In
the crisis, evidencing fearlessness in dl- -
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ful leadership with the utllltatlon of allS
tlieno attributes that show ujiuin a ncro
when the hour strikes for his supreme
trial.

"Tho proposition that awards are to

be denied to men of cour-

age under fire and tinder stresH during
war becauso their ships wero damaged
or sunk Is wholly Indefensible. There are
plenty of men like Lawrence and filgs-be- o

just as deserving of high honors as
.officers and men whoso ships through no

lack of deathless valor could not be
saved."

"According to tho testimony of Ad-

miral Sims thero nre throe things In
connection with tho award of medals
which havo caused tho moralo of tho
navy to bo 'shot to pleceo.' Tho flrt
wns tho award made to Commander
Uabcock, who wob Admiral Slms's aid,
'Ho was my said Admiral
Sims, who declared ho was tho ablest
man on his staff. Next ho claims that
tho fact that six particular officers out
of tho nineteen which ho had recom-
menced for tho I. H. M. wero chosen
for this nward by tho board and by
tho Secretary without referring tho
choice of the six to him, and that this
cholco was not properly mado and that
th's 'shoots the morulc of the navy to
pieces.'

rNoxt he chlms that tho award of
medals to ofllccrs of ship
which were sunk or damaged by enemy
torpedo or mine Is bo radically wrong
us to undermine tho efficiency of the
military In this opinion h
takes Issue with the of
Rear Admiral Ntblack,
Glcave., Grant and Ad
mlral Grant and Admiral Mayo, all the
Admirals who wero In command of the
major units, all of whom
tho D. S. ax. to officers who showed rare
qualities of leadership when their ships
wero damaged or sunk.

"It Is an Insult to the splendid men
of the navy to say that tho morale ot
the navy could be seriously Impaired by
any question or award to Individuals.
They are made of sterner stuff than to be
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rattled by a matter so unimportant in
comparison with their devotion to their
duties. Their loyalty is in no eenso de
pendent on modals or ribbons. The
morale of tbo navy baa suffered from
the same Influences that havo affected
the wliolo country, which haa not yet re-
covered from the shell shock of war,

"Rear Admiral 81ms In his testimony
nald in response to a request In which ho
wild ho had not recommended any en-

listed men, said: 'Wo had nothing to
glvii them at all,1

"Tiio contrary Is the fact, ns nn ex-

amination of tho law will disclose. .Some
Kurnnenn countries fix a certain kind of
cross for officers and another for enlisted
men, Tho law which Congress enacted
makes no distinction between an Ad-

miral. Captain and enlisted man. It Is

the service he renders, tho service in
peril nnd not his rank that counts,"

Mr. Daniels went Beroro tno committee
nt lialf-voa- 10 o'clock and Immediately
proceeded with tlte reading ot Ills state
ment. Tho room was crowded chiefly
with women, apparently tho wives of
navy officers who worn Interested In, the
controversy, which has been warm slnco
near Admiral 81ms appeared beforo the
committee with his sensational charges
tw.o weeki; ago.

nopabllenn Sent to State Senate.
Buffalo. Feb. S. Parton Swift, Ite- -

publican, was elected y State Sena-
tor from the Forty-eight- h district In a
special election to fill the vacancy caused
by tho election of Ross Graves to the
Buffalo city council. The voto was:
Rwlft, 6,70: Jesse Oppcnhelmer (Dem.),
5,585: naiph B. Home (Socialist), 916.
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